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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

Sgﬁ CASL N.Y.
MARTIN R IIYDE, BRI v SO SRS
Index N 0.
Plaintiff,
COMPLAINT
V.

(Jury Demand)
GORDON RANMSAY, a’/k/a CHEF GORDON RAMSAY,

UPPER GROUND ENTERPRISES, INC,,
- GRANADA AMERICAN,

GRANADA ENTERTAINMENT,

A.SMITH & CO,, and

SEVEN NETWORK LIMITED,

Defendants.

: 4 COUNT |
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[Bx‘each of Oral Contract and Oral Third-Party Benehcnarv Contract]

. i
l l :

i
i 4
!1 Plaintiff Martin R. Hyde, by his attorney, as and for his Complaint,

respectfully alleges:




Jurisdiction and Venue

;Jurisdiction of this controversy exists under 28 U.S.C. § 1332, with

}
(
1
‘ 2 G

i ers; ity of:gitizenship between the parties. and the amount in controversy exceeding

B¢

2li | The Defendants are doing business (and, alternatively, "transacting

Siness”) pr New York State and in the Southern District of New York, which gives

i

1s Court fj’e"rsonal jurisdiction over the Defendants, under CPLR Section 302(a)(1.

4).;‘ Also, each of the Defendants has committed tortious acts within New York
dirlected against the Plaintiff, or committed tortious acts outside of New York
directed against the Plaintiff (other than defamation), with personal jurisdiction
created under New York's long-arm statute, Section 302(a)(2,3).

3. Venue in the Southern District of New York is appropriate under 28
U.S.C. § 1391(b).

Plaintiff

4. Plaintiff, Martin R. Hyde ("Hyde" or the "Plaintiff") resides in New
York. New York, at 1370 St. Nichol.as Avenue, New York, New York 10033.

5. Hyde is a booker of cabaret-theatre shows and wprivate parties, and
funcfions a}§ a general manager or entertainment manager of such activities for a

: il
restaurant. Hyde also is a sales person, and uses this sales experience as booker and

i

general manager of shows and private parties.

!

28]




6.  During April, 2004, Hyde was hired by the owner of a cabaret-theatre
/ restaurant known as “Dillons”. located at 245 W. 54" Street, New York, New York
10019 ("Dillons") as its cabaret-theatre general manager.
7. Dillons is an Indian-American restaurant with separate menus for

Indian and American food.
B

8. Partof Hyde’s activities as general manager of Dillons' cabaret-

_thealre was to hire, train and supervise bar and serving staff, and to find, screen and
A g ‘
. i f..‘ Lo . . . . . .

- book cabaret shows and private parties. Hyde was not responsible for hiring or firing

A
gilkit:chen staff at Dillons.

g O,

e
} % l Hyde's employment at Dillons ended on April 9, 2007, the day before

[t
o

TR

PrSep

i it 'Defendant Gordon Ramsay and his group completed what Defendants describe as

theéir one-week “makeover” of Dillons.

10. During this 3-year period with Dillons, Hyde solicited, screened and
boroked approximately 50 different theatrical-type shows for Dillons (resulting in
about 450 performances). A list of Dillons shows and their reviews is found at
www.dillonslounge.com/cgi-bin/entertain/review.cgi.

11. During the past years, Hyde has earned a deserved reputation for
being a competent and successful cabaret-theatre and pn'vaté~party manager in New

York and, as to Hyde's prior activities in London, a competent and successful

restaurant manager.



A |IH
|

/ Defendants
/ [2. Defendant, Gordon Ramsay ("Ramsay"), also known as “Chef
’ Gordon Ramsay”, is a resident and citizen of England, and upon information and
belief, travels to the United States about once per month.

I3. Ramsay is the owner of a restaurant in New York known as “Gordon

Ramsay at the London”, located at 151 W. 54" Street, New York, New York 10019.
14, This restaurant is located about 2-1/2 blocks from Dillons.
15. Ramsay is well-known in the United Kingdom, Australia, United
States and in other English-speaking countries for his “Hell’s Kitchen™ television
series in which he enables a group of chefs 1o compete for desirable chef positions at
well-known restaurants, hotels and casinos, as a reality show.

16 The “concept” for the Hell’s Kitchen series is described by Fox

.Br&adi‘:astir&%aé:
B

, . A onef-}&‘fol‘lr unscripted culinary boot camp that features the drama of a group of
j; li wannzibé Cordon Bleu cooks and aspiring restaurateurs running a top-class
% 1 restaurant, overseen by world-renowned Head Chef Gordon Ramsay. [Source. press
i releasgi issued by Fox, at
htp://www thefutoncritic.com/news.aspx?1d=200501 1 7fox09]
-

I7. Defendants are creating in the United States a television reality series

apparently entitled “Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares” (the “Kitchen Nightmare

Series™), in which Ramsay is purporting and will purport to give assistance to failing

restaurants in real time, as a reality show.



A 5/17/07 article in www.realitytvworld.com entitled “Fox

C‘)‘g...xr‘ﬁﬁw._'._.‘_ e T e s
o P e R

NOUNces O

don Ramsay's 'Kitchen Nightmares' will air this fall” stated in part:

Fox l as announcced that Kitchen Nightmares, a prcviously announced new reality
series that will follow sharp-tongued British /ell's Kitchen chef Gordon Ramsay as
he travels across America and helps restaurants in crisis. will air as part of the
network's Fall 2007 primetime pr ogramming schedule.

Each one-hour Kitchen Nightmares episode will sec Ramsay visit a different
struggling American food establishment. After arriving at the restaurant in crisis,
Ramsay will motivate the owners and bully the kitchen's brigade in an attempt to
reverse the fortunes of each struggling restaurant in just onc week. Whether he'll
save them from their current nightmare or just create a new one will depend on how
the establishment's lazy cooks and moody wait staff respond.

% %k sk

Kitchen Nightmares began production in February and is being produced by
Granada America, Optomen Television and A. Smith & Co. Arthur Smith, Pat

Llewellyn. Kent Weed. Gerry McKean and Curt Northrup will serve as the show's
executive producers.

19. Ramsay’s practice is to obtain written permission from the owner of a
failing or unsuccessful restaurant to do a so-called “makeover” of the restaurant,

bring in new customers, and turn the restaurant around with scores or even hundreds

of changes.j
o ith v

- 20 To capture these changes and the evolving makeover, Ramsay places

| i

hldden cameras and microphones in numerous strategic places throughout the

. ; :_ :} B '

)

restaurant (mcludmgthe basement. hallways, stairways, kitchen, supply rooms, and
N ;' i
P e
stomer a[reas) to capture pictures of and comments from managers, owners,
Ef’ !

‘stomers,‘i!lcmployees and others, for inclusion by editing in the final show to be
T

X o
aired on Fox television.




21. Ramsay has a reputation of being a world-class chef and his

 observations on what a restaurant should do to improve its business has value and
we?ght to the viewing public, and has enabled Ramsay and the other Defendants to

1. create television shows for which there is an audience.
P ' P
} s
2%.‘ ‘Unknown to the viewing audience and to the Plaintiff until his April;
e i
I

' Lie . . .
7 encou{lter with Ramsay, some or all of Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares shows

50

1

¥

H

. ‘“ ; [13 ¥y " 13 " g ™
areé fake and the so called “problems” “uncovered” and “solved” by Ramsay are, for

;

the most pdft, created by Ramsay and his staff for the purpose of making it appear,

e i

coritrary to fact, that Ramsay is making over and improving the restaurant in a great

many ways.

23. Ramsay and his makeover efforts with Dillon’s during April, 2007
were fabricated and a fraud, and Plaintiff was a victim of such activities by Ramsay
and the other Defendants.

24. Plaintiff was aware before getting involved with Ramsay and the
other Defendants that Ramsay is physically coercive (about 6' 3" and 220 pounds); a
Captain in the British Special Forces (23 SAS unit); a skilled practitioner of martial
arts; and quite capable of defending himself against physical attack. Ramsay has a

reputation in Britain for being the, or one of the, most feared persons in Britain.

according various reports, including:
Chef Ramsey [sic] is commonly regarded as the hardest man in Britain since be
became the UK''s bare-knuckle champion last year. beating the current gypsy

6




champion in a twenty two round marathon in a freight container yard in Hull.
[7/30/06 www.the-spine.com/archives/134]

/ 25. Plaintiff is 150 pounds. with no martial arts or similar experience. and
would be unable to defend himself against a physical attack by someone such as

Ramsay. What Plaintiff did not know before getting involved with Defendants was

that Ramsay was prone to actual physical violence during his shows and unable to

control himself physically during the production of shows or deliberately would get
v s

out of phyS_ical control to create violence and excitement for his shows.

; 26. During October, 2004, Ramsay had a shoving match with an aspiring

chef during the U.S. shooting of a Hell’s Kitchen show, resulting in physical injury

R
11 i ]

i to and medical treatment for the aspiring chef. A Scotland-based online report states:
Ramsay ... is said to have scuffled with the man on set. The American sprained his
anklé¢ after he fell to the floor during the incident and was left needing hospital
treatment. * * * It is believed the chef ... became embroiled in a shoving match

; after a contestant roused his notorious temper. ... The incident ... is thought to have
been caught on camera. ... A spokeswoman for Ramsay said: "One cast member
did hurt his ankle on set and was taken to hospital. where it was diagnosed as a
sprain. ... [Source: http://news.scotsman.com/topics.cm?id=789&id=1209732004]

26A. During 2007, Ramsay has admitted that he fabricated facts to falsely
place blame on a subordinate chef seeking to become Ramsay’s successor, as

follows:

... Ramsay admitted stealing the reservations book from his Aubergine restaurant in
1998 and blaming the thelt on Marco Pierre White o prevent his being appointed as
chef in Ramsay's place.””®! [Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Ramsay#Football]



27. Defendant, Upper Ground Enterprises, Inc. (“Upper Ground™),

upon information and belief, is a Delaware or California corporation, with its
principal place of business at 15303 Ventura Boulevard — Building C, Suite 800,
Sherman Oaks, California 91403.

28.  Upper Ground is one of various producers of the Kitchen Nightmares

Series in the United States and one of the producers of a series of reality shows

known as “Hell’s Kitchen” broadcast in the United States and clsewhere by the Fox

Broadcasting network.

29. Ramsay is the star performer for the Hell’s Kitchen and Kitchen
Nightmares shows, and upon information and belief is under contract with Upper
Ground and/or other producers to star in these shows for Upper Ground and/or 0thet

producers Upon information and belief, Ramsay is paid $1,000,000 per show (for

hIS performance as star of the show).

|.\-

‘?i: , 130 Defendant, A. Smith & Company (“Smith”), upon information and
o ! |4 \
! JE i i

. behef 1S a[producer with Upper Ground and other producers of the Hell's Kitchen

| and Kitchen Nightmares series. Arthur Smith, Kent Weed, Curt Northrup and Paul

Jatckson serve as executive producers of Hell's Kitchen and/or Kitchen Nightmares

fofr Smith and Granada Entertainment.



¢ Smith has its principal place of business at 9911 West Pico Boulevard

f?;:os Angeles, California 90035.

B2. Defendant, Granada America (“Granada”), in addition to Upper

H
!

H Ground ari_id Smith, 1s a producer of the Hell's Kitchen and Kitchen Nightmares Series

it the United States.

33. Granada has its principal place of business in Sherman Oaks,

California, at 15303 Ventura Boulevard, Building C, Suite 800, Sherman Qaks,

California 91403.

34. Granada has an office in New York at 609 Greenwich Street — 9th

Floor. New York, New York 10014.

35. Upon information and belief, Defendant, Granada Entertainment
(“Entertainment”) is a co-producer of the Hell’s Kitchen and Ramsay Kitchen
Nightmares Series in the United States, together with co-producers Upper Ground,
Granada and Smith.
36. Entertainment has its principal place of business in Australia, with an
ofﬁce n Sherman Oaks, California, at 15303 Ventura Boulevard, Building C, Suite
.1 800, Sherman Oaks, California 91403.

B

-} ‘_ N
- 37. Upon information and belief, Entertainment has an office with .

;Gra:nada%in New York at 609 Greenwich Street — 9™ Floor, New York, New York

10014,







